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HISTORICAL AID. CBITICAL 
ACCOUNT 

HUGH PETERS. 



PGH PETpps (fj l)pm n> om. 
in the Year 1599, wns the iJ„„'V^'°' 
Son of considerable Fa- f^ther'i *iut 
rents, of Foy in Cormoofl. ^'cbu- 
His Father was a Mer- or Mr. mak 
chant ; his Mother of the ^'^ '■^ 
ancient Family of the Daaghter. 
Treffm M of Place inSSlT— 

that Town. He was sent 

to Cambridge at fourteen Years of Age ; where 
being plac'd in Trmily College, he took the 
Pi^^ree of Batehelor ^f Arts in 1616, and ,bf 




i;^] "Phe atident Family of the Trefiys, of Place.] 
' Thus the Name is ^pelt in Jpelers'i last Legacy i Bui 
die same Family was lately, if it is not now in Being, 
in the same House, whose Name is always, I thiaE, 
spelled Treffry. Howerer, from b^ce it is very 
appaJT^I} that Peters'^ Parentage, by the Motber^ was 
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An Historical and CritietU 

Master in 1633. He was licensed bv Dr. 
MourUain, Bishop of London, and preacbed at 

Sepulchre's with great Success. [Bl Meeting 
with some Trouble on the Account of his Non- 



very considerable. For tlie Antiquity of the Family 
U uiown to most ; nor does it yield in Gentility to any 
of the Cornish y wbich ia no mean Character in the 
Eyes of those who value tbemselTes on Birth and 
Descents 

fS.] Preacked at'Se'pulthn't tmtk p-eat Sueceti.'] 

His Account of hia coming to Seputchre\ and the 

Success that he met with, will let us see something of 

(a) Ptt*n-i ttie Man. (a) * To Sepulchre'i I was brought by 

Legacj, p. 'a veiy stranee Proridence j for preaching T>efbre 

loi- * at another Place, and a young Man'recemng some 

' Good, would not be satisGed, but I must preach at . 

< SepuUhre'a, once monthly, for tlie Good : of his 

* Fnends. In wbich he got his End, (if I might not 

* shew Yanity) and he allowed thirty Pounds ^er Ann, 
. * to that Ijecture; but his Person unknown to me. He 

' was a Chandler, and died a. good Man, and Member 

* of Parliament. At this Lecture the Resort grew so 
' great, that it contracted Envy and Anger; though 
■* I believe above a hundred every Week were per- 
' suaded from Sin to Christ : There were six or seven 
' thousand Hearers, and the Circumstances Bt for such 

* good Work.' Great Success this I and Vvhat 

few Preachers are blessed with. But some, I know, 
would attribute this to Enthusiasm, which ia very con- 
tagious, and produces surprising, though not Wting 
Ejects. However this be, it is no Wonder Envy. and 
Anger were contracted by it. For Church Governors 
are wont to dislike popular Prea.cber3, especially when 
they set themselves to teach in a Manner different from 

them.—: 1 will only remark further, that J^efer; was 

as great a Converter as our modern Methodists. 
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Atcouni o/* Hu^ Peters, 
conformity, [C] he went to HoUtmd, where 



rC] Trouble on the Account of hia Nonconformity,'] 
Never was there any Thing in the World more incon- 
sistent with Ckrislianitv or eood Policy than Persecu- 
tion for Conscience Sake. Yet such was the madness 
of the Prelates, during the Reigns of the Stuarts, as to 
harrass and distress men most cruelly, merely ^n 
account of Nonconformity to £cc/maifica/CeremonJ«f. 
Laud was an arch Tyrant this Way, as is known to all 
acquainted with our Histories; nor were Wren and 
others much inferior to him. The very Spirit of 
Ttfremny actuated their Breasts, and made them feared 
and loathed whilst living, caused them to be abhoired 
since dead, and will render them infamous throughout 
all Uenerauons. I can add nothing to whatXoc^e and 
Bayle have eaid on the Reasonableness and Equity of 
Toleration : To them I will r^fer those, who have any 
Doubts' about it. Only as to the popular Objections 
bfits being incon«Btent with the Good of the State, and 
the Wars and Tumults occasioned by it, I will beg 
Leave to observe, that it is evident to a Demonsti'ation, 
that those Communities are more happv in which the 
greatest Number of Sects abound. Jiotland, the free 
Ciliei of Germany, and England, since the Revolution, 
prove the Truth of my Assertion. And I will venture^ 
without pretending to the Spirit of Prophecy, to affirm, 
that, whenever tlie Sects in England shall cease, learn- 
ing and Liberty will be no more amongst us. So that, 
instead of suppresBing, we ought to wish their Increase. 
For they are Curbs to the State Clergy, excite a Spirit 
of Emulation, and occasion a Decency and Resulaii^ 
of Behaviour among them, which tbey would, pro- 
bably, be otherwise Strangers to. 

And for Civil Wars about Religion ; they are so fitr 
from arising from toleration, that for the moat Part, 
..they are the effect of the Jrince's Imprudence. ' ^e 
' must needs (aays an indisputable Judge) have unaea< 



D,:i,l,:ec:,yG00(^lc 



An Higtdiibai akd Cfitieal 

tie ms five or ^i^ Years [€€}', from wttenee 
he removed to Neio-Engtand, and, after rend- 
ing there seven Years, was sent into England 
by that Colony .to mediate fofr Ease in Qistonls 
and Ekc^e. The Civil AVftr beiwg tlieti (Mi 
Foot, he Vrenl into Irdand, and npofl his 
Return, was entertained by the Earl of Warwicit, 
Sir Thomas Fairfax, and OUver CromweU, 



* Bonabty favoured one Sect, at the Expence of another: 

* He must ^tlier have too much fnromoted, ortoo idh4;1i 

* <fiscotiraged the public Exercifie oTcerttnn iForma of 

* Worship: He itmA have added Weight to Party- 

* quarrela, -whidh are only tiansient S^iiiB of Fire, 
< when the Sovereign does not interfer^ bat become 

* ConflagraCionis when he fomenlB them. To inaintain 
' the Civtl Oovrfnment Mfith Vigour, to grant evtii^ 

* Man a Liberty -of Conaclencei, to act always Kke a 

* King, and neVer to pot On the Priest, is the suite 
" Means of preServinff a State from those Storms aitd 
' Hurrichnes which the dogm&Ucal Spirit of Divines 

fa) InU-t is C6htinually labouringto cohjure tip.' (a) Had 

^^'TJot ^*'"''«« (Ac i^""(had the Wisdom and Prudence of this 

p. >88, Edii*. gV^"' Writer, he never bad plunged his Kingdoms into 

1T41. ' the miseries of a Ciyil War; nor by hearkening to his 

Chaplains, refused Terms which would hfffe pmmted 

ha unhappy Catastrophe. 

[CC] Wherehewaxfioeorsix Yeers.~] It seems that 
'be behaved himself so well^'during bis stay in HollanA, 
-its to procure gitet Inteivst and Reputation in tlutt 
Cotintry ; for, being afterwards m Jrelantl, and seeit^ 
the great Distress of the poor Prdtealanta, that had betti 
plundered by this -Jrith 'Rebels, be wetit into Soiiattd, 
-and procured about thirty-tbotnand i^ouadstohe-stillt 
fTftm thence into JreAiMi &r their iMlkf -^ImnUowV 
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jkoMit ^ Hugh Peters, 

tStetwtxda ProtectDr [/)]. He 'was much 
ralued by the Purliament, ead improred hit 
Interest with' them in the behalf of the unfor- 
tunate. \_E'^ He was very zealous and active 
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l£]ita>(«nw<f6tf (Ac forfo/Wuwick, Sir Tfao- xu) wm- 
Fairfiix, ond Oliver Cromwdl-l Mr. WJatiockt»^ 1"^ 
fltu^ be my Voucher for thi*. (a) Mr. Peten, says '^ ^Jj"' 
he, flRve a lu^ Reluion to the ■Oommoas, ef tal the Folio! ' 
BusmeSB 'of juyme, -where lie vm 'w^h t1>e Bwt -cf 
Warwick, Afun, Cfr> Mr. Rettm^ «Ao brought i^ fijlbid. 
Iiettfln from Sir Thoma$ Feirjba^ ««b tiAHad into «be P- ^■ 
Hous^ and maAt a hrgt R«Union of die BWtioHlw 
■ Puaa gei m the Taking cff Sridgwater. AnafOHr. fcjlbid. 
Peters wm called into the House, and gam them aP-"'* 
^Mrdcolar Account of the Siege of Bristol; — and he 
Mested the OeAn of %r Thomas Fairfaa to hare 
HenttitSMiitUm.— rifjLeuWi broai;htl^Mr.sPrt«rs, r^jlbid. 
4om Lieiueiauit'General Cronmet^ ocmcenung the p- '^^- 
laltii^ ^AH)A«<er CbmW; afier whioh he was c^led 
•nt, and gave a fwrttcular BeUticm c£ \^ — ^v) He came f*J ibid. 
firont'the Army to the House, and made then a Narrft- ^ *^' 
tion of the Slormingand T^ng of i>ar(>ROUlA, and eX 
the Valour, Unity, and AfEection of (lie Army, and 
presented several Letters, Papers, Gnicifixea, and 
'Other Pf^ish Tlungs taken in the Town>— -It is plain 
Aom Ihrae Quotations, ^that Peierv mast have been in 
'Faronr with fhe Generals, and tfaathe must haTe:macle 
■some considerable Figure tn the Transactions of those 
Times. It isnot improbable llutt the 'Distinction with 



which he was treated by them, attached him so firm^ 
-to ^ar Intevm, that inthe End it cost hhn his Life. 

t[i£} Improved his iMerett with -them in ike ^behalf 
ofiheunfMtmate.^ ^'At'his Trial'beaTefredbe hadtt 
Omificmte-nnder^be^HarehtonnB-Df Woneitet^'VLaaA 



4Mwnniiigiirith:!<bHe WoMk: dOo'hetx^Httihf^^tkatht 
mlf.tke ^Mpniaaw v/iMy iffMrtond Mr. Wiim •»$ 
m^tgreat mieng. And, attlMhe, tlwvft^tn «'Bnl 
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^ Historical andCrUktd 

in their Cause, and had Presents made him, 
and 'an Estate given hira by them QF]. 



fa) EiMi (and then produced it) that the Earl of Norwich gave 
anS imparii- ^^ [q ijg^p fof hb Sake, for saving his Life, which t 
wf aie"^il ^''1 keep as lone aa I live (a)," And how great the 
of tba B^- Opinion was of Lis Interests with the Persons in Power, 
'''**' A ^*"^ WE find from the following Words in a Letter addressed 
^1T«7°' 'o Sccrcfa^ Nicholas, March 8, 1648. Mr. Pcierj 
presentingYestCTdayiTamifiow's Petition tothe Speaker, 
(1>> OmMuf* made many believe he at last would escape (b). 
J^^V ''"''■ Indeed, herehe waaunsucceasfuU: but his good Nature, 
Carit. Vol. 1. and Readiness to oblige, were manifested, and one 
p. 9S8. would have thought should have merited some Uetum 

Zotuf. 1788. to him when in Distress. 

[^ Had Presents made him, and an Estate given 

him bv them.~\ We find in Whitlock, that he had 100 

Pounds given him, when he brought the News of taking 

Bridgwater; 50 Pounds, when he brought Letters from 

Cromwell concerning the taking Winchester Casde; 

that there was an Order for 100 Pounds a Year for him 

#Ddhis Heirs; and another Ordonance for 200 Pounds 

fc) See ihe a Year/fcJ To all which we may add, the Estate the > 

Pse" 'l^^'* Parliament gave him, mentioned in the Body of the 

lE^WB]. ■Article (if it was distinct from the 100 and 200 Pounds 

'per Annum mentioned by Whitlock) which woa Part of 

the Lord Cronen's; and the Bishop's Books {Laud\ 

.1 suppose) valued, as he tells us, at 140 Pounds; and 

Cd> Atorrt likewise the Pay of aPreacher as he could get it. fdj 

1^^T>P-. These were handsome Rewards, and shew the Parlia' 

m' ment to have :been no bad Masters. But, notwitb- 

standing.; " he says, he lived in Debt, because what he 

UL p los. " had,- o(AerJ , shared in." From hence, Generosity, 

or Prodigality of Temper, may be inferred ; But as it 

may -as well be attributed to the former as to the latter, 

1 know not why we should not consider him rather as 

. laudable than culpable. Indeed, the Clergy have been 

branded for their .CovetoUsness; though .'certain it is, 
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'Ac^imt of Hugh Pet«s. 

He assisted Mr. Ckai&ner in his last Moments, 
as he afterwards did Sir John Hotham. [G^ 



there have been some among them, who haTe performed 
aa many geDerous, good natured actiooB, as any of their 
Ul Wilfcre. 

fG^ He assisted 3fr. Chaloner and Sir John Hotham.] 
Mr. Chaloner voM Ca^ executed for what waa called fj)*«**» 
- Waller'i Plot, an Account of which is to be found in 
the.Hi§toriaaa of those Times. Heowned.be (fied justly, (tj BMhm. 
and deserred his FunishmenL In Compliance wiUi Him. CoUki. 
PeterU Request, he expluned the Part he nad had in it, ^J|'i|^p, 
and being desired by him, Prf«ri prayed with him (b). s9t,8s8. 
, — The Business of Sir John Hotham is well known. ■£««'• iw>. 
Peters attended him on the (c) Scafibld, and receiTed ^ 
public Thanks on it from him. I will transcribe Part of (t) J<m. s. 
His Speech, and likewise of Peters^9, by his Command. '^**- 
that tne Reader may judge something of his Temper and 
Behaviour. ' I hope,^ said Sir Johtiy God Almighty 
' will forgive me, the Parliament and the Court Martia^ 
' and all Men that have had any Thing to do with my 

* Death. And, Gentlemen, I thank this worthy Gen- 

' tleman (*) for putting me in Mind of it.' — Then Mr. (•) Ho ww 
Peters, spoke again [he had before mentioned the''*"^'?^ 
Desire of Sir John, not to have many {questions put to Mr. FMn, 
him, he having fully discovered his Mind to him and n;i Auib- 
other Ministers:. But thai he might. have Liberty to"""^ 
speakonly what he thought fit concerning himself] *and 

* told ithe Audience,- that he had something further to 

* commend. unto, them from ^iir John Hotham, which 

* was, that he had lived in Abundance of Plenty, his 

* Estate large, about 2000 Pounds a year at first, and 
' that he had gained much to it; that in, the Beginning 
' of his Days, he was a Soldier in the Low Countries, 
' and was at the Battle of Prague,- that at his first 
' going out for a Soldier, his' Father spoke to him 
' to Uiis£ffect.; Son! when the Crown o{ England ties 
^ at Stake, you xnill have Fighting enough. That he 
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in Jn H^toriaU andtkiUmt 

He eould fig^t [If} as well u ptmy ; diougfa, 

* had run tbiougli great Hazards and Undertaking; 
' and now coming to thia end, deurad dwy would tut 

* Notice in him, of tba Vanity of alt Things hfrabalow, 

* as Wit, Parts, Prowess, Streogthj Fritzs, Honour, 

* or what else.' 

* Then Mr. Reten having prayed, and after him Sir 
( Jolut, thrr sung the S8th Psalm ; and Sir John kneet 

* ing behind the dIo^ spant abotaa Qnartar of ui 

* Hoor in prime Prajrwt afiar wUd^ ^it^ do«m 
(9)U. p.* iIk Execntionert at one Blow, did Vw Ofllwa. f a^>' 

SOS, AM. We see notUng here but great CiriUty in Petert, and 

the due Discba^ of his office. Hs» is nodiii^ 
traubleeome or imp^noit, but as one would widk to 
have it' in like Circumstances. Let iha Header compare 
the following Account of Sir John's Behaiieur with 
Mushworth'n, bxmI judee of tfaeTrutliol thcNarration, 
end the justness of the Epithet bestow«i oa Petert, 
' The poor Man (Sir John Botham) l^>pttared so 

* dispirited, that he spoke but few words afier he came 
' upon the Scaffold, and sufiered his uogodijf CoaStaaor 

* PeUrt, to tell the People, (hot he had revealed himiel/ 

* to Am, andcon/ejtefi hit (fences agunst the Portia- 

* T»emt f utd so he committed his headto tha Kock^A)" 
(i)€iarat~ PeteTtfVi99My said Bodiing Uke his bmng confined 

Am'i Hifiorr Jul OJhtcet againtl the Paritamemt. This, tberefbie, 
MT^ graixl^ meer Inwaoon, Mke too many other Things to be 
vallT' £AMdM this celebrated History: Tfa« Chains of later- 
Pan II. p. polalions and Ad^ioM against which 1 am aorrjf &tt 
1^ "'•'^the Noble Writer** sake, to find effiraied to b» gnHind- 
leas, by bo worthy a Man, and so good a Jud^ as 
fei Lifeof'^- fi*n^A fe^.— As to the fipkhet Utaodly eo^mtd 
Bampden On PtAera^ ^ considerate Reader wilTjut^ of it as 
•»o"W *e it deserves. 

Hm, J.T8. ^ Ur. PUert, at the Beginning aS the Traablei in 
■* Inetimd, led a B^gade against Ac Bebc^ and cama 
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Account of Hugh Peters, 

perhaps in his Capacity as a Preacher he was 
most serviceable to the Cause. [/] 



" ofi* with Honour and Victory (o)," So that we see {a)fFhkrodi, 
he knew how to use both Swords, and could slay and P- **"■ , 
kill, as well aijied the Sheep, which, in the Opinion of 
Baronius, Christ gave Peter Authority to exercise 
equally, as Occasion might Hequire, (£). But to be .(*) Btiitt 
serious. This leading a Brigade against the Irish g^"'/^ 
Rebels, ought not to be imputed to Peters as a Crime ; legs. 
It being equally as Justifiable as Archbishop Williams's 
arming in the Civil Wars in England, or Dr. Walker's 
defencung London-Verr^, and bghting at the Battle of 
the Boyn (in which be gloriously lost his Life) in 
Ireland/ more especially as the Irish, against whom 
Peters fought, were a Blood-thirsty Crew, who had 
committed (c) Acts of Wickedness, hardly to be (c) sm a 
paralleled even in the Annals of Rome Papal. Against Breviaic of 
such Villains, therefore, it was meritorious to engage, S"*^ "^ **" 
and Peters was undeniably Praiseworthy. For there Murden'^c. 
are Times and Seasons when the Qown must give Place committed bj 
to Arms, even at those tipies when our Laws, Liberties, "j^^^'i^JJ"' 
and Religion are endangered by ambitious, bloody, and SpontbePro- 



Buperstitioua Men. And were the Clergy in all Coun- it 

tries as much concerned for these Blessings as they **"'"■"■ *" 

ought, they would deserve the Reverence ofall Orders p", m y^^ 



[7] in his Capacity of a Preacher he vaas mostser- 
vieeaile to tie Cause.'] WhUlock tells us, that when (fWifee*, 
Sir Thomas Fairfax moved for storming Bridgwater a- P" "'■ 
new, and it was assented to, the Lord's Day before, Mr. 
Peters, in his Sermon, encouraged the Soldiers to the 
Work. And at Milford Haveny the Country did 
unanimously take the Engagement, and Mr. Peters 
opened the Matter to them, and did much encourage 

laem to take it. He preached also in the Market- p. 447, 

place at Torrington, and convintred many of their 
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An. HistoriciU aad CritktU, 

He was titought to be deeply concerned 
in the Kind's DeaUi, and his Name has been 
treated with much Severity ty Reason of it.[^ 



irititioti, E^Tors in adYienng H) ihe King's partif._ A mftQ of this 
p. 194. Temper, it ig eftsily seen, must be of great Service 

to any Party ; and seema to deserve the Aewards he 
received. Fur in Factions, it is the bold and daring 
Man, ihe Man that will spare no Paina^ that is to be 
valued and encouraged ; and not the meek, the modest, 
and moderate one. A Man of Wisdom would not have 
taken theseEmployments upon him, nor wouldaMinister, 
one should think, who was animated by th^ meek and 
merciful Spirit of the Gospel, have set hin^self froifi the 
Pulpit^ to encourage the Soldiers to storm a Town, in 
which his Brethren and Countrymen, were besieged. 
If storming was thought necessary by the Grenerajs, they 
themselves should have encouraged the Soldiers there- 
unto : But Peters, as a Minister, of the Gospel, should 
have excited them rather to spare the ESUsion of 
human Blood as much as possible, and to have Com- 
passion on the Innocent. Peters, however, was not 
singular in hia Conduct. The immortal Chillingwortk, 
led away with Party Spirit, and forgetting that be was 
a Minister of the Prince of Peace, attended the King's 
Army before Gloucester ; and " observing that they 
(-«> MiAi- " wanted Materials, to carry on the Siege, suggested . 
«M^|Ufei>f « the making of some Engines, after. the Manner of the 
^^A^seo, " Roman Tesiudints cum pluteis (a)" — ^Indeed, the 
Lond' nasi Divines of both Sides too much addicted ihernselves to 
Bvo. & ftwA- their respective Parties ; and were too unmindful of the 
STvol. n. Duties of their Function. 

p. 380. ' l_K] Deeply concerned in the King's Death, ftc] 

Kyery one knows he suffered for this after the Restora- 
tion. He had Judgment passed on him as a Traytor. 
(h) OM, It, snd as such was executed, ^&^ and his Head af^rwsrds 
lH(h ' set on a Pole att London- Bridge. 
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Account of Hngh Peters. 15 

He was appointed one of the Triers for the 



(a) Burnet tella ub, * that he had been outragious foi Hiit. o£ 

* in pressing the King's Death, with the Cruelty and ^^^ 

' Budenessof an Inquisitor.' — Dr. Barmek6iya he was Dutehtdiu 

* upon no slight grounds accused to have been one of'" is""- 
' the King's Murtherers, though it could not be suffi- ^^ '' P* 

* ciently proved agunst him.' (bj 

And we find in a Satyrical Piece, stiled Epulte (b) Bar- 
ThyettWf printed 16*9, the following Lines : •**'* L'fo. 

" There'i Fttrrl tbe Deo^er Aiaf 'lii Mid, ^u ' 

" He that (diuoii'd) cut off hu Muler'i Head ;) 

" Tbat Godlj Pigeon of Apoatacj 

*' Doit bat ^out hii Anti- Monarch j, 

" Hii Scaffotd Doctrinea." 

One. Mr. Starkey at his Trial swore, that ' He stiled Trial of ib* 

* the King Tyrant and Fool, asserteil that he was not ^^'^ 
' fit to be ' a KiOg, and that die Office was dangeroua, ^ "*' 

' chargeable, and useless.' 

It was likewise sworn on his Trial, that in a Sermon, 
a few Days before the King''8 Trial, he addressed him- 
self to the Membersof the two Houses^ in these Terms: 
CfiJ " Mv Lords and you, Noble Gentlemen,— It is you ft) Ibid.. 
*' we chieBy look for Justice from. Do not "prefer ihe p> isb. . 
** great BarabbaSy Murtherer, Tyrant, and Traytor, 
^ befboe these poor hearts (pointing^ to the red Coats). 
" and the Army, who are our Saviours." 

In another Sermon before Cromwell aoABradshaWj 
he satdi " Herg is Avgreat Discourse dnd Talk in'the'- 
^' World; What, will ye cut offihe Headof a Protes-j. j.((i[,g-^ 
** tant'Princef Turn to your Bibles; arid y« shall find 
■ ^ it there, Whosoever sheds Man's Blood, by Afan Trial of th*- 
** tfiallhis blood be sked;'—l see neither King CAar/c*, Reg"<:i<le». 
" Prince Charles, Prince Rupert, nor Prince Mali- ^' '*^ 
" rt'ce, lOorj any «f that Rabble excepted out of it." 
— TheBehandi^many other Thin^, of the" like Nature, 
were sworn against hitn atbiff Trta),-&nd notwithAahd- 
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ing his Denial of the most Ptat of them, caused bis Con' 
demnatiun. So that there Beems pretty clear Proof of 
his Guilt, and sufficient Heason for his Censure. 

Let UB now hear Petert speak for himself: " I had 
" Access to the King, — he used me civitlv; I, in 
" Requital, o^ered my poor Thoughts three Times for 
*' his Safety ; I never had Hand in contriving or acting 
" his Death, as I am scandalized, but the contrary, to 
foj Ptirrt't " my mean Power." (aj Which, if true, no Wonder 
l*8»=J. P- he should think* the Act of Indemnity would have 
included him, as well as others, as he declares he did, 
of which we shall speak more hereafter. 

That be was useful and serviceable to the King, 

during bia confinement, there is undeniable Proof 

WkUTock writes, " that upon a Conference between the 

" King and Mr. Hugh Peters, and the King desiring 

" one of his own Chaplains mighthe permitted to come 

*' to him, for his Satisfaction in some Scruples of Con- 

" science, Dr. Juxon, Bishop of London, was ordered 

(h) WW- " to go to his majesty." (b) And Sir John Denham, 

bet, p. 370. '< being entrusted by the Queen, to deliver a Message 

** to his Majesty, wno, at that Time, was in the bands 

" of the Army, by Hugh Peters'^ Assistance, he got 

(e) Dot- " Admittance to the King." (e) 

fSU' ^ur*" These were considerable Services, and could hardly 

ciu^^ 11. have been expected from a Man, who was outragiout 

ot hii in presting the King's Death, with the Cruelty and 

PormM,»i Rudeness of an Inquisitor. 

Edii I6T . ^^^ ^ ^ yii\iu. was said of his being supposed to be 
tb£ King's Executioner, one, who was his servant, de- 
posed on his Trial, that he kept his Chamber, being 



tickf on the Hay the King suffered i And no Stress 
was Ifud by the King's Councilon the Suspicions ut- 
tered against him on this Head. So that, in all Reason, 
Dr. Barzeick should have forbom saying, " That he 
** was upon no slight Grounds accused to have been 
" one of^the King's Murtberers." 

Certain it is, he too much fell in vrith the Times, and. 
like a true Court Chaplain, ^plauded and justifiea 
what his Masters did, or intended to do ; though he 



Ateount of Hugh Peterti. 
Miaiatry. [L^ And a CommtssioDer for ameud- 



himself might be Sar enougb from ui^ng them before- 
hand to do it. He would perhaps hare been pleased, 
if tbe^Ktng and Army had come to an Agreement : But 
as that did not happen, he stuck close to his Party, 
and would not leave defending their most iniquitous 
Behaviour. 

Which Conduct is not peculiar to Peters. Charles 
the First, at this Day, is spoke of as the best, not only 
of Men, but of Kings; and the Parliament is said to 
have acted right in opposing his Tyranny, and likewise 
in bringing him to the Block, by the staunch Party- 
men of each side respectively. No wickednesa is 
owned, no Errors are acknowledged on the one Part, 
nor is there any such Thing to be granted as Wisdom 
or Honesty on the other.— -These are the men that often 
turn the World upside down, and spirit up Mobs, 
Tumults, and S^editions, tilt at length they become quite 
contemptible, and perhaps undergo the fate allotted to 
Folly and Villany. 

\£i] One of the Triers for the Ministry.'] These 
were men appointed by CromweH to try the Abilities 
of all Entrants into the Ministry, and likewise the 
Capacitv of such others as were presented, or invited 
to new Places. Butler, according to bis Manner, has 
represented their Business in a ludicrous Light, in the 
following Ijnes : 

" Wboae Boiineu ii, \yj cunmBg Slight, 

*' TocaMaFi^reror MeD'aZtoM; 

" To Bod in Lutei at Beard and Face, ' 

" The PhjiiogBomj of Grace; 

" And if by the Souod and Tmt»g of Nat, 

" If all be loaDd within diaclaae ; 

" Free from a Crack or Flaw of SimuBg, 

" A> Men Cr; Pipbina bj the Ringiag. 

However, jesting a part, it must be owned, -the 
Ttui^ in itself was good Plough: But instead ofex- 
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Btniiring those who came before tfaem in Languages, 
DiTinity, and more especially Morality, Things of the 
highest Importance, one should think, they used to aak 
them, whether they had ever any Experience of a Work 
<o) Hoi^t of Grace on their hearts If ('a J And according as they 

Uie, bj ^ could answer hereunto, were they received or rejected. 

LaJd. '1TS4' — How much more intelligible would it have beeti, to 

Sm. ' have enquiredwlietber they were "blmmeless, Husbands 

" of one JVifey xigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given 
" to. Hospitality, apt to teach, not given to Wine, no 
" Strikers^ not greedy ofjillhy Lacre, Patient, not 
" Brawlers, not covetous ? Whether they ruled well 
" their own Houses^ and had a good Report of them 
(6) 1 Tlw. " which were without?" (b) 1 say, how much more 

iii. B—T. intelligible and important would these Questions have 
beeo, yea, how much easier and more certainty deter- 
nuned, than that above mentioned 1 But it is a very 
long Time ago, thcU: these were the Qualifications 
' required and expected fi^m Clergymen : For Ages 
past. Subscription to doubtful Articles of Faith, Declfti- 
rauong very ambiguous, or most difficult to be made by 
understanaing Minds, or the Shibboleth of the precait- 
ing Party in the Church have been the Thiogsrequired 
and insisted on. Whence it has come to pass, that so 
many of our Divines,, as they areatiled, underBtandso 
little of the Scriptures, and that they know and practise 
ao little of purej genuine ChriBtianity. I would not be 
thought to reflect on any particular Persons-; but hope 
those, in whose Hands the Government of the Church 
is lodged, will consider whether they are not much too 
careless in their Examinations of young Menfor Ordi- 
nations? Whether very many of them are not unqualified 
to teach and instruct, through Neglect of having care- 
fully studied the Word of God! And whether their 
Conversation be not such as is unsuitable to the Cha- 
racter conferred on them!— It is with Uneasiness one 
is obUgedto hint at these Things. But, surely, it is 
more than Time that they were reformed, and St. 
PoEf/^ Rules werepnt in Prttctice. 
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Aec&iaU of Hugli Peters, 
iag the Laws, Uiougfa pocH'ly qualified for it . [AT] 



A wise, virtuous, prudent Clergy is the Glory and 
Happiness of a Community, and there cannot be too 
much Care taken to procure it. faj Bat if Triers (a) See 
neglect the means of doing this, and a(knit all who are f"^^^^"* 
presented to a Curacy to Orders, if so be they will t^ MonJ rai- 
inake Use of the Terms in Vogue, whether they under- losoplij, B. 
stand them or no, they deserve Censure, and are ^ ^'*- *• 
answerable for all the sad Consequences which flow 
from Ignorance, Folly, and Vice. 

[M I Commissioner for amending the Laais, though, 
poorly qualified for i7.] He as good as owns this la 
the following Passage : " When I was a Trier of others,. 
" I went to hear and eain Experience, rather than to 
" Judge; when I was called about mending Laws, I xa- 
" tber was there to pray, than to mend Laws : But in all 
" these 1 confess, I might as well have been spared. "(ft) (t) m»n't 
This is modest and very ingenuous: But such a con- I-egacy, p, , 
fession, as few of our Gentlemen concerned in such *"*■ 
Matters would choose to make. They frequently boast 
of the great Share they have in Business ; thougu many 
of them may well be spared. — Let us confirm the Trutn 
of Pelers's Confession, by Whitlock : " I was oftea 
" advised with by some of this Committee,, and none 
" of them was more active in this Business than Mr. 
" Hash Peters the Minister, who understood little of 
" the Law, but was very opinionative, and. would 
" frequently mention some Proceedings of Law in 
" ffoHand, wherein he was altogether mistaken.' Yc J («) »'iW- 
■ — The Ignorance and inability of the Man, with re^rd^pBSl. 
to these Matters^ we see are as plainly described here as 
in his own .M^ords ; though how to reconcile bis own 
Opinionativeness and Activity in it, with lus gping to 
the Committee rather to pra^ than to mead Laas, I 
confess, J know not. Perhaps he had forgot the Part (<O.Thii 
he had aci^d.— This fd) " Committee were to take into ^a^J^^d 
" ConsUleration what Inconveniences were in the Iaw, Ja».ao, lui. 
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" how the Mischiefs that ^row from Delays the Cbaree- 

" ableness and Irregularities in the Proceedings of the 
" Law may be prevented, and the speediest AVay to 
" preyent the same." In this Committee with Petert 
were Mr. Fountain, Mr. Rushmortk, and Sir Anthony 
Anklev Cooper, afterwards Earl of SAo/i*6ary, and 
Lord Higli Chancellor ; besides many others ol' Rank 
and Figure. No great Matters followed from this 
Committee, by Reason of the Hurry of the Times, and 
the Opposition which the Lawyers made to it. But the 
(a) CM. as. Parliament bad atitile before (a) passed an "Act that 
I6ft0, fvfut- » gU ^iie Books on the Law should be put into English, 
***■ ^ *"■ " and that all Writs, Process, and Returns thereof, 
*' and all Patents, Commissions, Indictments, Judg- 
' << ments, Records, and all Rules and Proceedings m 
" Courts of Justice, shall be in the £ng/isA Tongue 
"only." This Act or Ordinance (to speak in the 
Language of the Times of which I am writing) does 
great honour to the Parliament, and is an argument of 
their good Sense, and Concern for the Welfare of the - 
People. It is amazing so good a Law should not have 
been continued by proper Authority afler the Restora- 
tion 1 But it vtan a sufficient Reason then to disuse a 
Thing, though ever so good in itself, that it 'bad been 
enacted by an usurped Power. Of such &ta1 Conse- 
quences are' Prejudices ! But thanks be unto God I we 
have seen the Time when this most excellent Ordinance 
has been again revived, and received the sanction of the 
whole Legislature. — How much were it to be wished, 
that a Committee of wise and prudent Persons were 
once more employed to revise, amend, and abridge our 
Laws ! that we might know ourselves how to act, and 
not be necessitated to make Use of those, who (we are 
sensible) live on our Spoils.— This would addg^tly to 
the Glory of our most excellent Prince ,- and would be 
the best Employment of thai Peace, which his Wisdom 
has procured for us. But much is it to be feared, that 
our adversaries will be too hard for us, and that we 
shall be obliged, for a Time at least, to submit to their 
Yoke. But whenever the Spirit of true Patriotism 



Account of Hugh Peters. 

He is accused of great Vices ; but whether 
justly or not, is a Question. [iV] 



shall generally possess the Breaou of oar Senators, I 
doubt not but that they will apply tliemselres to our 
Deliverance in good Earnest and bring it to Perfection 
(ai it was long ago done in Denmark, and very lately 
in Prussia) in as much as the Happiness of tlie Com- 
munity absolutely depends thereon. 
■ [^Ilfj Accustd of great Vices; but whether just Itf, 
or not, is a questionT] I will transcribe Dr. Barwick 



at la^. (a) " The wild Prophecies uttered by his (m) Bar- 
" (Hugh Peters^s) impure Mouth, were still received "^^pj. ^'ISi 
by the People with the same Veneration as if they '' 



'* had been Oracles ; though he was known to be 
" infamous for more than one kind of Wickedness. Ai 
" Fact, which Milton himself did not dare to deny, 
" when he purposely wrote his Apology, for this very 
" End, to defend even by Name (as far as was possible) 
, *' the very blackest of the Conspirators, and Mugn 
" Peters among the chief of them, who were by Name 
" accused of manifest Impieties by their Adversaries," 
•— (i) Burnet says likewise, " He was a very vicious (*.) Hiit. 
Man." And (c) Langbaine hints somethine of an^'-^P- 
" A&ir that he had with a Butcher's Wife of Sepul- 
" chre's." Peters himselfwas not insensible of his ill fjj i>„. 
Character amongst the opposite Party, nor of the par- matff Po«i», 
ticular Vice laid to his charge by Langbaine: But he '" ^*'" ' 
terms it Reproach, and attributes it to his Zeal in the 
Cause. — " By mv Zeal, it seems, I have exposed 
" myself to all Manner of Reproach : But wish you to 
" know, that (besides your Mother) I have bad no 
" Fellowship that Way with any Woman since I knew 
'* her,' having a godly Wife before also, I bless 
" God." Id) (d) hiv 

A man is not allowed to be a Witness in his own «7> P- lOS, 
Cause : nor should, I think, his Adversaries Testimony 
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He was executed shortly after the Restoration ; 
though doubtless, he had as much Reason to 



be deemed full Proof. One loaden with such an Accu< 
BBtion as Peters wits, and Burring as a Trnytor, when 
the Part^ Spirit ran high, and Revenge actuated the 
Breasts of those who bore Rule: For such a one to be 
traduced, and blackened beyond his Deserts, is no 
Wonder. — It is indeed hard to prove a N^aiire ; and 
the concurring Testimony of Writers to Peters's bad 
Character, makes one with difficulty suspend Assent unto 
it. But if the following Considerations be weighed, I 
shall not, perhaps, be blamed, for saying it was a 
Question whether he was accused justly or not? 

1. The Accusations against him came firom known 
JBnemies, those who hated the Cause he was engaged 
in, and looked on it as detestable. It tarn easily 
therefore be supposed, that they were willing to blacken 
the Actors in it, or at least that they were susceptible of 
ill Impressions concerning them, and ready to believe 
any evil Thing they heard of them. This will, if 
attended to, lessen the Weight of their Evidence con- 
»derably, and dispose us to think that th^may have 
misrepresented the Characters of their Opponents. 
Barwickf at first sight, appears an ansry partial 
Writer; Surnet's Characters were never thought too 
soft; they were both Enemies to the Republican Party 
though not equally furious and violent. Add to this, 
that neither of them, as far as appears, knew any thing 
of Peters themsehes ; and therefore what ihey write 
must be considered only as common Fame, than which 
notbiog is more uncertain. 

9. The Times in which Peters was on the Stage, 
were far enough from fevouring Vice (public Vice, for 
it is of this Peters is accused) in the Ministerial 
(/haracter. He must be a Novice in the History of 
those Times, who knows not what a precise, demure 
Kind ofMen the Preachers among the Parliamentarians 
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were. They were careful not only of tbeir Actions, but 
l^ewbe of their Words and Looks ; and allowed not 
themeeWes in the innocent Gaieties and Pleasures of Life. 
1 do not take on me to say, they were as good as they 
pretended to be. For ought 1 know, they might be, 
yea, perhaps, were proud, conceited, censorious, un- 
charitable, avaritious. But tlien Drunkenness, Whore- 
dom, Adultery, and Swearing, were things quite out 
of Vogue among them, nor vfas it suffered in them. 
So that how vicious soever their Inclinations might be, 
they were obliged to conceal thera, and keep them from 
the £ye of the Public. It was this Sobriety of Beha- 
▼iour, this Strictness of Conyersation, joined with their 
popular Talents in the Pulpit, that created them so 
much Kespect, and caused such a regard to be paid 
unto their Advice and Direction. The People in a 
Manner adored them, and were under their Govern- 
ment almost absolutely. So that the leading Men in 
the House of Commons, and those who, after the 
King's Death, were in the Administration of Afiairs, 
were obliged to Court them, and profess to admire them. 
Hence it was, that Men of such Sense as Pifm, ffamp- 
tkn, Holies^ Whitlock, Selden, St. John, Crommetl, 
&c. sat so muiT Hours hearing thar long winded weak 
Pirayers and Preachments; that Men of the greatest 
Note took it as an Honour to set with the Assembly of 
Divines, and treated them with so much Deference and 
Regard. For it was necessary to gain the Preachers 
in Order to maintain their Credit with the People : 
Now, certainly, if Peters had been a Man so vicious 
as he is represented, he could have had no influence 
over the People, nor would he have been treated by 
the ihen great Men in the Manner he was. For they 
must have parted with him eten for their own Sakea, 
unless they would have been looked on as Enemies to 
Godliness. But Peters was caressed by the Great; hia 
Prophecies were received as Oracles by the People; 
and be was of giMt Service to Cromwell: And there- . 
fore he couldnotsurely (at least publickly) be known to 
be infamous for more than one Kind of Wickedness, as 
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think he should have escaped, as many others. 

[0] 



Barwick asserts. In short, Hypoeriiy was the Cha- 
racteristic of J'cierj'j Age : Ana, 



" HypocKlIc zeal 



" Allowi no Sim, bat rhoie it cbd concml." Df^dea. 

3. Peteris Patrons seem to render the Account of his 
Wickedness very improbable. We have seen that he 
was entertained by Che Earl of Warwick^ Sir Thomas 
Fairfax^ and Oliver Cromwell, and that he was much 
caressed and rewarded by the Parliament. How impro- 
bable then is it, that Peters should be in&moua for 
Wickedness I HisPatrons were never accused ofperiotia/ 
Yices; they were Men who made hish Pretensions to 
Religion ; and the Cause they fought lor, they talked of 
(if they did not think it to be) as the Cause of God. 
Now, with what Face could they have done this, if 
their Chaplain, ConBdent and Tool, had been known to 
have been a very vicious Man ? Or how could they have 
talked against scandalous Ministers, who employed one 
most scandatoual In short, how could they reward 
J*eters publickli/, when they always professed great 
Zeal for Godline^, and were for promoting it to the 
highest Pitch? Men of their Wisdom can hardlv be 
thought to have acted so inconsistent a Part ; nor U tnere 
any Thing in their whole Conduct, which would , lead 
one to think they could be guilty of it. From all these 
Considerations therefore I think it reasonable to make it 
a Question, whether Peters was charged justly with 
great Vices? 

[O] As much Reason to think he should have es- 
cape£ as many others.^] " I thought the Act of Idem- 
" nity would have included me ; but the hard charac- 
,', " ter upon me, excluded me. (a) And no wonder he 
should think so, if it was true, " that he never bad bis 
" Hand in any Man's Blooc^ but saved many in Lifii 



Actotint of Hug:h Peters. 

The Charge against him was for compassing 
and imagining the Death of the King, by con- 
spiring with Oliver Cromwell, at several Times 
and Places; and procuring the Soldiers to 



*' uid Estate, (a) All that was laid to Pe/rrs's Charge f-a> L^iarj, 
was Words ; but Words, it must be owned, uitf t to be p- "**• ^7! 
uttered : Yet if we consider how many greater Offenders """^ t J 
than Peters escaped capital Punishment, we may possi- 
bly think he had hard Measure. Harry Marlyn, John 
Goodwin, and John Milton, ?,^(^l.eoiVharlei the First 
most reproachfully, and the two latter vindicated his 
Murther in th^r Public Writings. As early as 1643, 
we find A/ar(m speaking out plainly, " That it was bet- 
" ter the Kin^ and his Children were destroyed, than 
" many;" which Words were then looked on as ao high 
and dangerous, that he was committed by the House to 
the Towtr; though shortly after released and re-admitted 
to his Place in Parliament, f^^ He continued still vim- (i) ww- 
lent against the King, was one of his Judges, and acted i<k»>p> li- 
as much as possible against him. Goodzotn justified the 
Seclusion of the Members, which was the Prelude to 
Charleses Tragedy ; vindicated his Murther, and went 
into all the Measures of his Masters; and beinga Man 
of ready Wit and great Learning, was of good service to 
them. And as for Milton, there is no one but knows^ 
that he wrote most sharply against Kin^ Charles, and set 
forth his Actions in a terribly black light. To take no 
Notice of his Writings against Salmasius and More; 
what cmild be more cruel against Charles, than his 
Iconoclastes ! How bitter are his Observations, how 
cutting his Remarks on his Conduct t How horribly pro- 
voking, to point out Sir Philip Sidney's Arcadia as the _. 
Book from whence the " Prayer in the Time of Capti" Bayw» Diet, 
" vity," delivered to Dr. Juxon, immediately b«fere his Anicie jwi> 
Death, was chiefly taken fcj? One should have thought ^■■^^*'JJ»'''» 
this an Indignity never to have been forgotten, nor ror- Tahm^t 
given, especially b9 it' was offered bv one who was AmjaioT. 
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demand Justice, by preaching divers Sermotu 
to persuade them to takeofTthe King, comparing 
him to Barabbas, &c. To which he pleaded 
in his own Defence, that the War began 
before he came into England; that since his 
Arrival, he had endeavoured to promote, .sbiind 
Religion, the Reformation of Learning and 



- Secretaiy to' Cromwell, and who had spent the best part 
of h)s Life in the Service of the Anti-Royalists. But 
yet Milton waa preserved aa to Life and I^rtune (happy 
for the polite Arts he waa preserved) and lived in great 
Esteem among Men of Worth all his Days. Goodwin 
had the same eood Foitune} and Martin escaped the 
Fate of many of his fellow Judges; though on his Trial, 
he behaved no Way abjectly or meanly. All this had 
the Appearance of Clemency, and Peters might reason- 
' ■ ably have expected to shate in it. But -poor Wretch I 
' ' He had nothing to recommend hifn, as these had, and 

therefore:, though more innocent, fell withojit Pity. 
Martin, as it was reported, escaped raeerly by his Vices 
fa) Buniei (^) Goodwin having been a zealous Arminian, and a 
Vol. 1. p. 88&! SowerofDivisionamong the Sectaries, on these Accounts 
had Friends : But what Milton's Merit with the Cour- 
tiers was, Burnet says not. Though, if I ftm not mis- 
taken, it was with his having saved ijir William Dave- 
nant's Life formerly, which was the Occasion of the 
Favour shewn to him. Merit or Interest, in the Eyes of 
the then Courtiers these had;-hutP£^er£, though he had 
saved many a Life and Estate, was forgotten by those 
whom in tneir Distress he had served, and given up to 
the Hangman. — But the sentence passed on him, and 
much more the Execution of it, will seem very rigorous 
if we consider that it was only for Words; for Words 
uttered in a Time of Confiision, Uproar, and War. I 
am not Lawyer, enough to determine, whether by any 
Statute then in Force, Words were Treason. Lord 
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the Law, and Employment of the Poor ; that, 
for the better EtTecting these Thinffs, he had 
e^nraused the Interest of the Parliament, in 
which he had acted without Malice, Avarice, 
or Ambition ; and that whatever Prejudices 
or Passions might possess the Minds of Men, 



S(rofft»rdCaJ, in his Defence at the Bar of the House of fa) ttW, 
Lords, says expresalv, '■'■No Statute makes Words v-^*- Fol. 
" Treason," But allowing they were, suchaLawmuat '^*"*"*'" 
be deemed to have been hard, and unfit for Execution ; 
Especially aa the Words were spoken in Times of Civil 
Coininotion. For in such Seasons Men say and do, ia 
a Manner, what they list, the Laws are disregarded^ 
and Rank and Character unminded. Contempt is poured 
on Princes, and the Nobles are had in Derision. These 
are the natural Consequences of Wars and Tumults; 
and Wise Men foresee and expect them. But were all 
concerned in them to be punished, whole Cities would 
be turned into Shambles. To overlook and forgive what 
has been s^d on such Occasions, is a Part of Wis- 
dom and Prudence, and what has been almost always 
practised. Never were there greater Liberties taken with 
Princes, never more dangerous Doctrines inculcated by ' 
Preachers, than in France, during part of the Reigns of 
the 3d and 4th Henry. " The College of Sorfonne, 
" by Common Consent, concluded that the French were 
*' discharged from the Oath of Allegiance to Henry the 
" Third, and that they might arm themselves in Oppo- 
'* sition to him." In Consequence of which, the People 
vented their Rage against him, in Satyrs, Lampoons, fb) tfoin- 
Libels, infamous Reports and Calumnies, of which the!?"'**'' , 
most moderate were Tyrant and Apostate. And the ,he i^ragae 
Curates refused Absolution to such as owned they could tnuiiiBied 
not renounce him (bj. And the same SorfrotiMfs decreed ^^ 16M*"' 
all those who favoured ihe Party o^ Henry the Fourth l,^ p,'<s» 
to be in a mortal Sin, and liable to Damnation; Bnd«Dd437. 
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yet there was a God who knew these Thin^ 
to be true. 

At the Place of Execution, when Chief 
Justice Coke was cut down and embowelled, 
Hi^h Peters was then ordered to be brought 



such as resisted him, Champions of the Faith, and to be 
. rewarded with a Crown of Martyrdom fa^. These De- 
creesprodiiced terrible effects: and yet, when Henry 
the Fourth had fully established himselfon the Throne, 
I do not remember that he called any of these Doctors 
to an Account, or that one of them was executed. That 
wise Prince, undoubtedly, conBidered the Times, and 
viewed these Wretches with Pity and Contempt for 
being the Tools of cunning artful Men, who veiled 
their ambitious Designs under the Cloke of Religion. 

So that really considering what had passed abroad, 
and what passed under his own Obserration, Peters had 
Reason to think that rhsAct o( Indemnity mould have 
included him. — But setting aside all this, I believe all 
impartial Judges will think he had hard Measure dealt 
him, when they consider that those who preached up 
Doctrines in the Pulpit as bad as Peters's, and those 
likewise who, though Guardians of our Laws and 
Liberties, and sworn to maintain them, delivered 
Opinions destructive of them, even from the Bench : 
I say, whoever considers the comparatively mild Treat- 
ment these Men have met with, will be apt to judse 
the Punishment of Peters very severe. What was the 
Crime of Peters? Was it not the justi^ing and mag- 
nifying the King's Death ? And is this worse than tbo 
Doctnne of Montague-, Sibthorp, and Manaaringy 
which set the King above all Laws, and gave him a 
Power to do as he list ; Is this worse than tne Opinion 
of the Judges in Charles the First and James the 
Second's Time, whereby it was given for Law; that the 
King might take from his Subjects without Cfonsent of 
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that he might see it^ and the Executioner came 
to htm, rubbing his bloody Hands, asked him 
how he liked t&t Work ? He told him he was . 
not at all terrified, and that he might do his 
worst. And when he was upon the Ladder, 
he said to the Sheriff, Sir, You have butchered 
one of the Servants of God before my Eyes, 
and have forced me to see it, in order to terrify 
and discourage me; but God has permitted 
it for my Support and Encouragement. 

Oofi of those Prodigies of those Times atten- 
ded Peters going to the Gibbet; fP] which, as 



Parliament and dispeme with the Laws enacted by it 7 
Far from iu For the depriving the People of their 
Rifchts and Liberties, or the arguing for the Expediency 
and Justice of so doing, is a crime of a higher Nature 
than the murthering, or magnifying the Murther of the 
wisest and best Prince under Heaven. The Loss of 
a good Prince is greatly to be lamented,- but it is a 
Loss which may be repaired: Whereas the Loss of 
a Peoples Liberties is seldom or ever to be recovered : 
And, consequentlv, the Foe to the latter is much more 
detestable than the Foe to the former. — But what was 
the Punishment of the Justihers and Magnifiers of 
the Destruction of the Rights and Liberties of the 
People? Reprimands at the Bar of one or other of the 
Houses, Fines, or Imprisonment: Not a Man of them 
graced the Gallows, though none, perhaps, would 
better have become it. Peters, therefore, suffered more 
than others, though he bad done less to deserve it than 
others, which we may welt suppose was contrary to his 
Expectation, 

[P] One of the Prodigies of those Times attended 
Peters going to the Gibbet.'] ?' Amongst the innume- 
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it mav afford some DtVersibil to tbe Reader^ 
1 shatf give an Account of. 



^rable Libels which they (the Fonaticks) published' 
" for two years together, those wefe nlost pKgnant 
'* with Sedition, which they published concerning 
*' Prodigies. Amongst these, M the Prodigies in Lioy 
" were seen every Day ; Two Suns;' Ships sailing hk 
" the Air; a- bloody Rainbow; it rained Stones ^ ^ 
" Lamb with two Heads; Cathedral Churches every 
<* where set on Fire by Lightning; an Ox that 0po^e; 
"a Hen turned into a Cock; a Mule brou^t forth; 
" fire besutifiil young Men stood by the llegicides 
while they suffered; a very bright stsr ^one KWnd 
" their Quarters that were stuck upon the City Gates. 
" —A certain Peraon rejoicing at the Execution of 
*' Harrison the Regicide, was struck with a sudden 
• ^ Palsv; another inveighing agEunst Peteri as he went 

" to tSe Gibbet, was torn and almost killed by his 
"own &vourite Dog; — with an infinite Number of 
(a> Parlur'M'* s'lch prodigious Lies (a.y What ridiculous Tales 
Hi»u <rf his are here I How worthy to be preserved in a work called 
""bs^T*" "" Hiitort/! The Fanatidi, if they reported these 
1^^,^' I- ' Things, undoubtedly reported Lies; though many of 
nM*, them, in great simplicity of Heart, believed th€ni. 
^Md. 17ST, However, it is no great Wisdom to relate idle Stories 
lo disgrace the Understanding, or impeach the Honesty 
of Parties, For weak, credulous, superstitious Men, 
BK to he fimnd on all Sides. The Reader, as he has 
a Rij^ht, is welcome to laugh at these Stories. And, 
to contribute to his Mirth, I will adJ the fbllowing 
*' Relation, of a Child born in London with a donbw 
-*' or divided toi^ue, which the third Day after it was 
" bom, cried a King, a King, and bid them bring it 
" to the Kins. Tbe Mother of the Child saitb, it told 
*' her of all that happened in England nnce, and much 
** more, which she daj-e not utter. — A GenUeriiaD, in 
" the Company, took the Child in bis Arins, «nd gate 
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He .was weak, Jgnonuit, and aealous, tm^j 
consequently, a proper Tool for ambitious, art- 
I Men to hmke Use of [9]. 



fill Men to hmke Use of [Q"]. Ail Preacbera 



** it money; and aefced wbat it would do with it? To 
** which it answered aloud, that it would eive it to the 
^ fang," This Story niatchra pretty well llie others, 
and, f b«liQve will be thought equally as ridiculous, and 
yet the Relatpcorit, (no less a Man than Bishop Bratn- 
naltj aays, be caqnot esteem it lets than a Miracle (a J, (») Omumd'r 
But let us away .with these Trifles ; ihey are fit for ^^'J^ 
nothing but Ridicule, and can aenre no Purpose, unless n, p.'soe,* 
it be to shew the Weakness of the human Understand- 
ing, or the Wickedness of the human Heart : Though 
Vtese ^re many Times, by other Things, but too ap- 
.parent. 

t^] Weffk^ ignorant, and zealoui, and consequent- 
la a proper Tool for ambitious, artful Men to make 
.tirc_o/I] P^terii Weakness, Ignorance, and Z^ ap- 
pear from his own Confession, as well as the Testimony 
of WhMock beforf< quoted. Now such a Man as th» 
ytss thoroughly qualified to be. a Tool, and could hardly 
fiiil of beiiag eniployed ibr that purpose. Fools are 
.the iiiBtrunfents oi Knaves, : Or, to speak softer, Men 
qf wnall -IJnderBtandioga are under the Direction and 
.Irifluence of those who, possess great Abilities. Let a 
.Map, be over sO'Wise and ambitious, he never would 
^in.the Point he aims at, were all Men possessed pf 
jR^ual T^nts with himself. For they would see his 
, AfinSr apd would refuse to be made Use of as TooU 
to accomplish them. They woi^ld look through his 
iSpecioua Pretences, . (hey would separate Appearances 
Irom Realities, and frtut^ate his selfish Intentions: 
iSo that his Skill would stiuid him in little Stead. 

B,ut as. the. Bulk of Men are formed, nothing in the 
.W!«r)d is, easier than to iinpoee on them. They see 
..Qoit^JtteycmdlUie present, mpmcpt, and take all for G.ospel 
^jjl)at IS, jtoM them. An,dj:>f theee^ th^re are none wno 
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to be-wani'd by his Fate^ against going out 



become so easily the Dupes of crafty, ambitious Men, 
as-those who have attained just Knowledge enough to 
be proiid and vain. It is but to flatter them, and you 
become their Master, and lead them what Lengths' you 
please. And if they happen to have active Spirits, you 
may make them accomplish your Designs even without 
their being sensible of it. Those who have great Things 
to execute, know this; and therefore are careful' to 
have as many of these Instruments as possible, to 
manage the Multitude when there is Occasion; for : 
which End they carefully observe their Foibles, and 
seemingly fall in with their Notions, and thereby secure 
them. Hence it has come to pass, that Real Great 
Men have paid very uncommon Respect to those 
they despised. They knew they might be of Use ; and 
therefore were worth gaining. — Peters must necessa- 
rily have appeared in a contemptible Light to CrorhweUi 
But as his Ignorance and Zeal qualified him for Busi- 
ness, which wiser and more moderate Men would have 
declined, he was thought worthy of being caressed; 
and hod that Respect paid him, which was necessary 
to keep him tight to the Cause. And, generally 
speaking, they have been Men of Pelers^i Size of 
Understanding, who have been subservient to the 
Interests of aspiring Statesmen, and the Implements 
{ii\Spti^» of those in Power. Were not (a) Shaa ana Pinker 
H'"- Pv™'i weak Men, in assisting the then Duke of Gloucester, 
liat. Protector, afterwards Richard the Third, to fix the 

Crown on his own Head? Armed with Impudence, 
Skaa at Paul's Crow declared the Children of Edward 
the Fourth Bastards ; and Pinker at St. Mary't Hos- 
pital, sounded forth the Praise of the Protector : Both 
so full, adds the Historian, of tedious Flattery, as no 
(»,Ba^t Man's Ear could abide them, (h) What was JoAii 
Ito'/taWte Padilla's Priest, who did not fail ev^y Suiidajf to 
{Jo/i»d») ' recommend him, and the Sedition of which be wu 
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of their Province, and meddling with Things, 



the great Promoter, with a Pater-Noster and an Axe 
Mana? Indeed, ill Usage from the Rebels caused 
bim to change hia Note soon nfler, and to advise hia 
People to cry out, Long Live the King, and lei PadiUa 
perish ! 

To come nearer home. — Was not Sacheveral a weak 
ignorant Man, to be made the Tool of a Party ? Would 
any but such a one have exposed himself by a nonsen- 
sical Sermon, set the Nation in a Flame, and brought 
himself into T-rouble? — But he was in the hands of in- 
triguing Politicians, who spurred hira on, and made him 
the Instrument of raising a Cry of an imaginary Danger, 
which served many Purposes to themselves, though de- 
trimental to the Nation. — And what Character have our 
Jacobite Clergymen universally deserved 1 If we will 
not be uncharitable, we must impute their Behaviour to 
Ignorance, and the Influence they have been under. 
For Men of Sense and Penetration could never have set 
themselves to infuse Notibns into their Flocks, which 
have no other Tendency than to inslave B6dy and Soul. 
And Men uninfluenced would not run the Risk of the 
Gallows, for the Sake of Nonsense and Absurdity, as 
Jacobitism really is. But they have been the Dupe^ of 
wicked, artfiil, and ambitious Men, who have blinded 
their Understandings, and by Flatteries and Caresses 
sained their Afiections, and consequently the poor 
Wretches are the Objects of Pity. 

So that Peters, we see, was as his Brethren have 
been and are. His Faults arose chiefly from his 
Weakness, and his being in the Hands of those who 
knew how to make Use of him. Had he contented 
himself with Obscurity, he had avoided Danger; which 
indeed is the chief Security for the Yirtue, Ease, and 
Wdfere of Men, in such a noisy contentious World as 
this. 
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Wbidi no Way belong to them. [R] But, 

[fi] ^11 Preachers ou^ht to be warned bt/ his Fate, 
against going out of their Province.'] The Buaiaess 
of the Clergy is thai of instructing the People in Piety 
and Virtue. If ever they meddle witii Civil Matters, it 
ought to be only with an Intent to promote Peace and 
'HappinesB, by exbortinff Princes to rule with Equity 
and Moderation, and Subjects to obey with WillingneBS 
and Pleasure, i'his I say is what alone concerns tnein, 
and if they confine tbeaiselves within these bounds, they 
merit Praise. But, if instead hereof they mix with 
Civil Factions, and endeavour to promote Hatred, 
Strife, and Contention ; if they aspire to bear Rule and 
attempt to embroil Matters, in order to render them- 
selves of some Importance ; they then become not only 
na]\reontemp(ibie, but likewise criminal. 
Ormo»dt>i " The Clergy, as tlie Marquis of Ormonde justly 
Papen, vol. « observes, have not been happy to themselves or others 
II. p. 467. <( ^ben they have. aspired to a Rule, so contraiy to 
'* their Function." - — Nature never seems to have 
intended the Clergy, any more than the Gospel, for 
State-Af&irs. For Men brought up in Cbll^eges, and 
little versed in the World, as they generally are, make 
wretched Work when they come to intermeddle with 
secular Matter8.^*ro govern well, requires great'tnow- 
ledge of human Nature, the particular Interests, Dispo- 
sitions and Tempers of the People one has to do with, 
the Law of Nations, and' more especially the Laws 
of ihe' Country: Great Skill and Address likewise 
are required to manage the different and contradictory 
Tempers of Men, and make them conspire to promote 
the public Happiness; as likewise great Practice in 
Business, in order to dispatch it with speed and Safety. 
. Aiul therefore it is evident, that the Clergy, from the 
'Nature of their Education, as well as their Profession, 
cannot be quafified for it. — They shduld therefore 
seriously weigh their Incapacity for Civil Af&urs; and 
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perhaps, they are cautioned in vain. \_S] 



how inconsistent they are with the Business to which 
they have solemnly engaged to devote themselves. They 
should consider how comemptihle and ridiculous they 
render themselves in the Eyes of all wise and good Men, 
when Ui6y engage in Parties, and most hateful when 
ihey stir up Wars and Tumults. They should have the 
Dignity of their Charactei* before their Eyeaj and scorn 
toatRgrace it, hy letting themselves out to aaibttioas, 
aelf-intierest^ Men. These Things they should do; 
and a very small Degree of Knowledge and Reflection 
will enable them to Keep themselves from this, which w 
one of the greatest Blemishes wbich can he found in 
th«ir Character. 

If this ■S' not sufficient, let them call to their Minds 
Peters i Who, after having been sought to, aud caressed 
by the most Eminent Personages, was obliged to Aulk 
about privately; was seized by the Officers of public 
Jnsuce ; laden witb Infamy and Reproach, and embow- 
elled by the Hangman.— .ffe that katk Ears to hear, 
let him hear. 

(^S] Perhaps they are cautioned in vain.'] No Men' 
in the World seem less willing to hearken to Advice 
than the Clergy. Pufied up with Conceit of their own 
Knowledge and Abilities, and being used to dictate un- 
controuled from the Pulpit, they with Conteinpi hearken 
to instruction, and are utunnuenced by JPersuasion. 
For which Reiison, 1 say, Perhaps thev are cautioned 
in vain. Peters's Fate will not deter tnem, but eng&ge 
in Factions they still will. — After the Restoration, lue 
Pulpits sounded loud with the Doctrines of Hasnive Oie- 
dfence and Non-resistence ; the IVhigs and Presbyte- 
rians were represented as Villains ; the Power of the 
Church was magnified, and the Regal Power was repr»- 
.sented as sacred as that of God liimself. Then Sam. 
Parker and his Fellows arose, full of Rase naA V^oin; 
who treated all who opposed them wi^ ill Manners 
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and Severity. Then were Engliskmen pronounced 
Slaves, in Effect, by Hicks in his Jovian ; and then Was . 
the infamous Oxford Decree framed, which was doomed 
to the Flames, by the Sentence of the most august 
Assembly in the World, Anno 1710. 

The Bishops stood firm by the Uuke of York ; and 
the whole Clergy in a manner damned the Bill of 
Exclusion. In short, such was their Behaviour, that 
they fell under great Contempt, and were treated with 
much Severity. — Under Jomes the Second, they acted 
the same Part ; and would undoubtedly have continued 
his fast Friends, had he not given Liberty to the Dis- 
tenters, and touched them in their most tender Part, 
even that of their Revenue, by thrusting in Popish 
Persons into their Colleges. This alarmed them : 
They suddenly tacked about, wished heartily for the 
coming of the Prince of Orange, and prayed for his 
Success- He came and delivered them out of the 
Hands of their Enemies; but they could not be quiet 
and thankful. Numbers of them refused -to own his 
Government ; many of them joined in Measures to 
restore the Tvrant James; and a. great Part did all 
that in them lay, to blacken and distress their Deliverer. 
— Leslu, Sacheveral, file- worked hard to inculcate on 
Men's Minds the Danger of the Church ; the Designs 
of the Dissenters; the Villainy of the Ministrv, during 
the first and glorious Part of Queen Ann^a Reign ; in 
which they were but too successful, — 

• When the Protestant Succession took Place, it was 
railed atj and even cursed by these Men, and many of 
them attempted to set up an abjured Pretender. Their 
Attempts however were vain : Though for these their 
Endeavours, Parson Paul made his exit at the Gallows, 
and the celebrated Atterbury died in Exile. — What has 
been, and is the Temper since, every one knows. The 
Oxford afiair is too fresh in Memory, to let us remain 
ignorant of the Disposition of many of the Clergy, 
They are of J^eferj's busy meddling Disposition ; though, 
I hope, they will not merit hia Fate. 

..Far be it from rae, to point these RefiecUons at the 
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whole Body of ttie Clergy. Numbers of them harr 
beea, and are Men of great Worth; who not only 
dignify their Office, but add Lustre to the humane 
Nature. He must have lost all Sense of Excellency, 
who is not stmck with the Generosity of TilloUon, the 
Integrity of Clarke, the ChrisUan Sentiments of Hood- 
ley, the Worth of Butler (on whose late Advance- 
ment I beg Leave to congratulate the Public) and the 
Pie^, Humanity, and Patrioiism of Herring'. 

'^heae and many others have been ornaments of tbe 
Body to which they belong, and have never studied to 
embroil us, or promote a Party-Spirit among us. Rec- 
titude and Benevolence, Piety and Self-Govern m en t, 
have been their Themes ; These with uncommon Abili- 
ties they have taught ; and those who tread in their 
Steps, cannot &il of being honoured now and for ever ! 
But those who make it their Business to poison the 

' Minds of the People with factious and seditious Dis- 
courses; those who censure their Governors for Actions, 
of which they are frequently no competent Judges, and 
traduce and vilify every Thing, right or wrong; those 

. who join with the sworn Foes of the best of Princes, and 
strive to promote an Interest incompatible with the 
public Good, are the Men who deserve Titles, which. I 
do not care to give: And they, may be certain, that . 
though through the Lenity of the present Government 
thAr may escape unpunished, yet Contempt will be 
their Portion ftom alt Men of Sense. For when Men 
pervert so excellent an Office as that of the Ministry, 
to the purposes of Ambition and the Lust of Power,^ 
hardly any Censure too severe can be cast on them. 
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QINGE Transcribing these Papers for the 
(aj The PresSj a very learned Gentleman faj has 
""" been so kind as to impart to me an Account of 
Peters's Writings (his last Legaa/ excepted, 
from which a good Deal has been inserted in 
this Wort) which 1 doubt not will be highly 
acceptable to the Curious. [P] 



[P] Which I doubt not will be highly aeceptatU 

to the Curious.') In April, 1646, he preached a Ser- 
mon before both Houses of Parliament, the Lord Mayor 
and Aldermen o{ London, and the Assembly of Divines, 
which was printed in Quarto. In this Sermon be ex- 
presses his Desire that 'some shorter Way might be 
' found to ftirther Justice; and that two or three Friend- 

* makers might he set up in every Parish, without whosfe 
' Labour and Leave none should implead Another.' 
He proposed likewise that the Charter-House should 
be converted into an Hospital for lame Soidiers. 

In the same Year 164b', he published at London, in 
a O«arto Pamphlet of fift«n Pages, imitled, ^ Peter' t 
< last Report of the English Wars, occasioned by the 

* Importunity of a Frieno, pressing an- Answer to some 

* Queries :' 

I. AVhr he was silent at the Surrender oiOic/brdf 

II. What he observed at Worcester^ it being the last 
Town in the King's Haod * 

IH. What were bmt to be dpne Kith the Army? 
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As likewise a Letter from Col. Lockhart to 
Secretaiy Thurloe, concecning Peters, which. 



IV. If be had any Expedient for the present Di^r- 
encel 

y. What his Thoughts were in Rdatioa to Foreign 
States? 

yi. How these late Mercies and Conquests might be 
preserved and improved t 

yil. Why his Name appears in so many Books, not 
without Biota, and he never wipe them off? 

In this Pamphlet he observes, p. 14, That be bad 
lived about six Years near that famous Scottman, Mr. 
John Forbes : ' With whom, says he, I travelled into 
' Germany, and emoyed him in much Love and 

* Sweetness constant^; firom whom I never had but 
' Encouragement, thou^ we diSered in the Way of 

* our Churches. Learned Amesius breathed his Utst 

* Breath into my Bosom, who left bis Professorship in 

* FVieielandf to live with me, because of my Church's 

* Independency at Rotterdam: He was my Colleague 
' and chosen Brother to the Church, where I was an 

* unworthy Pastor.' 

In 1647, he published at London, /m Quarto, a 
Pamphlet of fourteen Pages, intitled, A Word for the 
Army, and two Words to the Kingdom, to clear the 
one and cure the other, forced in much Plainness and 
Bremty,Jrom their faithful Servant, Hugh Peters. 

It appears by a Pamphlet, printed in 16S1, written by 
Jt V. of Gray's-Jnn, and intitled, A Plea for the 
Common Lawt of England, that it was written in 
Answer to Mr. Peters'-s good Work for a good Magis- 
trate, or a short Cut to great Quiet; in which Mr. 
Peters had proposed the Extirpation of the whole Sys- 
tem <^ our Laws, and particularly recommended that 
the old Records in the Tomer should be burnt, as the 
Montimentrof Tynuiny. — 
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as very characteristical of the Man, and con^ 
tainingsome curious Particulars relatii^ to him, 
I cannot forbear giving at Length. [Q] 



[^Q] I cannot forbear giving at length.'] 
Colonel Lockhart to Secretary Turioe, 
^^^"' From Dunkirk, July, 8-18, 165S. 

May it please your Lordship, 

' "W Could not Bufi^r oar worthy Friend, Mr. Peters, 
' M. ^ come away from Dunkirlc without aTeatimony 

* of the great Benefits we hare all received from 

* kirn in this Place, where be hath laid himself forth in 
' great Charity and Groodneaa in Sermons, PrayerB, 

< and Eshortatona, in visititiz and relieving the sick 
' and wounded ; and, in all these, profitably applying 
' the singular Talent Grod hath bestowed upon him 
' to the caief Ends proper for our Auditory i For he 
' hath not only shewed tne Soldiers their Duty to Grod, 

* and pressed it Home upon them, I hope to good 
' advantage, but hath likewise acquainted them with 

* their Ooligations of Obedience to his Highness's 
' Government, and Affection to liis Person. He hath 

* laboured amongst us here with much Goodwill, and 
' seems to enlarge his Heart towards us, wid Care ofus 
' for many other Things, the Efiects whereof I design 
' to leave upon that Providence which \ias brought us 
' hither. It were superfluous to tell your Lordship the 

< Story of our pr.^sent Condition, either as to the Civil 
' Government, Works, or Soldiery, He who hath 
' studied all these more than any I know here, can 

* certainly give the best Account of them.' Wherefore 
' I commit the whole to his Information, and beg your 
' Loidship's casting a fiivourable Eye upon such Pro- 
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